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SUPPRESSION TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES
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ORGANISATION AND
MANAGEMENT OF WILDFIRES

Fire Intensity 

The Fire Intensity indicates the amount of energy produced by the fire. The Intensity 
of fire expresses the amount energy or heat towards a surface-area and time unit, for 
example kacl/m2/s or kW/m2/s. The height of the flames described very well the Fire 
Intensity and can therefore easily be assessed in the field.

Height of
flames  m

Intensity
kW/m2/s Description of fire 

<  1, 2 <  345 Fire spreads slowly and is easily controlled

1,2 -  2,4 345 - 1720 Fire burns with steady flame and moves forward

2,4 -  3.3 1720- 3450 Fire spreads rapidly and continues to grow

>  3,3 > 3450 Fire burns fiercely, crown and spot fires occurring
 


