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GLOSSARY

Adaptation: Any activity or change that is intended 
to address the effects that climate change is al-
ready having, for instance on land, ecosystems 
and livelihoods. 

Afforestation: Developing a forest on land that has 
not been forested in recent times (compared 
with reforestation, or the replacement of a for-
est recently lost or logged, see below).

Annex I parties: Industrialised countries listed in An-
nex I to the UN Convention on Climate Change. 
Nearly all of these countries are the countries 
that have binding emissions reduction targets 
under the Kyoto Protocol.

Anthropogenic: Something which is caused by human 
action. The term is used to distinguish naturally 
occurring greenhouse gas emission reductions 
from ones that result from human activity.

Bali Action Plan: One part of the Bali Roadmap, the 
Bali Action Plan (or BAP) is the name given to 
a decision taken by the Conference of the Par-
ties to the UNFCCC that outlines the contents 
of a future legally binding agreement under 
the Convention The decision establishes an ‘Ad 
Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative 
Action’ (‘AWG-LCA’) to consider a specified set 
of issues also set out in the decision, aiming to 
reach agreement at the UN Climate Change Con-
ference to be held in Copenhagen in December 
2009 (UN Doc FCCC/CP/2007/L.7/Rev.1).

Bali Roadmap: The collection of decisions and conclu-
sions adopted by the parties to the UNFCCC and 
to the Kyoto Protocol at the 13th Conference of 
the Parties to the  UNFCCC held in Bali, Indo-
nesia, which provide a process for agreeing to 
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future revisions and additions to the UNFCCC 
and new commitments under the Kyoto Proto-
col. The roadmap sets the aim of finalising all 
post-2012 discussions in all fora by the 15th 
Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC to be 
held in Copenhagen in December 2009. 

Baseline: When we seek to measure whether some-
thing has increased or decreased, we need to 
measure it relative to a level that it has had 
at some point. We often chose a level during 
a particular year or date to serve as this ‘start-
ing point’ for our measurements.  This starting 
point is called the baseline. 

Carbon bio-sequestration: The storage of carbon by 
plants, trees and other flora, which absorb car-
bon dioxide from the atmosphere as they grow, 
releasing the oxygen, and storing the carbon 
both in themselves and in the soil. 

Carbon market: Transactions for the sale of emissions 
permits, credits, reductions or offsets together 
comprise the ‘carbon market’. In fact, carbon 
can be traded as carbon or as carbon dioxide, 
and other greenhouse gases (or emissions) can 
also be traded in some of the ‘emission mar-
kets’. It is important to remember that at the 
moment there is not one carbon market, there 
are a number of emission trading markets of 
different types – some are geographical (the 
European market), some a purely voluntary 
and they all have different rules and regulations 
governing them. 

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM): A facility cre-
ated under the Kyoto Protocol, which allows 
Annex I countries to finance emissions reducing 
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projects in developing countries that are party 
to the Kyoto Protocol then to use the resulting 
‘certified emissions reductions’ (‘CERs’) to off-
set their own emissions (to count towards their 
own targets for emission reduction). 

Conference of the Parties (COP): The term used to 
describe the regular meeting of state parties to 
a UN Convention, such as the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change or the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity. This is the body with 
authority to take decisions under the Conven-
tion and to amend the Convention.

Conference of the Parties acting as the Meeting of 
the Parties (COP/MOP): This is the meeting of 
state parties under a Protocol to a Convention 
(such as the Kyoto Protocol) and the body with 
authority to take decisions under the Protocol. 

Climate change: This term refers to all the impacts on 
the earth’s natural climate system that are re-
sulting from human-caused global warming (see 
below). This includes rainfall patterns and ocean 
levels, the direction and speed of wind and 
ocean currents, seasonal cycles, and the likeli-
hood and intensity of climatic disasters such as 
droughts, storms and floods (IPCC, 2007).

Deforestation: The conversion of forested land to 
non-forested land.

Emissions trading (or ‘carbon trading’): The sale or 
purchase of: ‘permits’ or ‘allowances’ to emit 
greenhouse gases; or ‘certificates’ or ‘credits’ 
that prove a certain reduction in emissions from 
a particular activity beyond what would other-
wise have been the case (i.e. ‘business as usual’ 
emissions); or certificates that indicate a certain 
amount of actual emissions have been ‘offset’ 
somewhere else, through for example, carbon 
sequestration.
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Forest degradation: Occurs when the structure or 
function of a forest is negatively affected, re-
ducing the ability of the forest to provide serv-
ices or products (FAO, 2004). 

Fossil fuels: Gas, coal, oil and oil-derived products 
such as diesel. Fossil fuels are combusted to 
create electricity, to provide heating, to power 
all forms of transportation and to power indus-
trial processes, like mining and manufacturing 
activities. They are formed by dead organic 
matter being pressed over millions of years, 
hence the term ‘fossil’. 

Global warming: An observed or expected rise in the 
earth’s average temperature due to having more 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere leading to 
more of the sun’s warmth being trapped close 
to the earth. 

Greenhouse gases (GHGs): A group of gases in the at-
mosphere that absorb infrared radiation. They 
appear in greatest proportions in the earth’s 
lower atmosphere. These gases include water 
vapour, ozone, carbon dioxide, methane, ni-
trous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocar-
bons and sulphur hexafluoride.

Joint Implementation: A facility created under the 
Kyoto Protocol, which allows an Annex I party to 
fund and/or run a project to reduce emissions 
in another Annex I party. The funding country 
can then apply the emissions reductions gener-
ated to help it to meet its own emissions target 
under the Kyoto Protocol.

Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change: a subsidiary agreement to the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
this agreement was concluded in December 
1997 but did not ‘enter into force’ (become le-
gally binding on its parties) until February 2002. 
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This Protocol is binding under international law 
on those countries that are a ‘party’ to it (which 
means those countries that have ratified it, or 
agreed to be bound by it). 

Land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF): 
This is an identified category of activities that 
can contribute to both greenhouse gas emis-
sions and emissions removals. The other main 
categories are energy-related emissions (both 
production and consumption), agriculture and 
waste-related activities.

Mitigation: Any action taken with the intention of 
avoiding further climate change by lowering the 
total level of greenhouse gases released through 
human activity. Such actions might include re-
ducing our use of fossil fuels and changing the 
way we use land – such as by reducing our rate 
of land clearing and deforestation, and increas-
ing our rate of reforestation.

Non-Annex I parties: Developing countries not listed 
in Annex I to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. These countries do not have 
binding emissions targets under the Kyoto Pro-
tocol.

Parties: The individual members of an agreement, 
such as the member states to an international 
law agreement.

Reforestation: The reestablishment or regeneration 
of a forest.

Renewable energy: This form of energy can be used to 
provide electricity, heating or fuel for transpor-
tation similar to the way we use fossil fuels for 
these purposes. Unlike oil, gas and coal, renew-
able energy sources are not finite. Key sources 
include wood, waste decomposition, geother-
mal activity, wind and solar energy. The use of 
renewable sources for generating energy usually 
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involves lower emissions of greenhouse gases 
than the use of fossil fuels does. 

Sequestration: This is the opposite of emitting green-
house gas and occurs when greenhouse gases 
are removed from the atmosphere, for exam-
ple, by trees during the process of photosyn-
thesis. 

Sinks: Reservoirs or locations that sequester or store 
a greater amount of carbon dioxide than they 
release. Major carbon sinks include forests and 
oceans. 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC): An international agreement, 
which was reached in 1992 and entered into 
force in 1993, the UNFCCC provides a frame-
work for international cooperation on climate 
change. 

This glossary is partly based on the glossary provided in 
Barsley, Ingrid 2008. Pocket Guide. Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Develop-
ing Countries: A Guide for Indigenous Peoples. United Na-
tions Institute of Advanced Studies, Yokohama, Japan
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ACRONYMS

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CEDAW The UN Committee on the Elimination 
of All Forms of   D i scr imina-
tion against Women which oversees 
the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women 

CERD The UN Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination which oversees 
the Convention on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

CIFs Climate Investment Funds, a bundle of 
different funds under the trusteeship of 
the World Bank

CO2 Carbon Dioxide, the most common gas 
form of carbon

COP Conference of the Parties. 

CRC  Convention on the Rights of the Child

CTF Clean Technology Fund, one of the CIFs 
(see above)

ET  Emissions Trading

FAO  Food and Agriculture Organisation

FCPF  Forest Carbon Partnership Facility 

FIP  Forest Investment Programme

FPIC  free, prior and informed consent 

GHG Greenhouse gases

ICEDAW International Convention on the 
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Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women

ICERD International Convention on the Elim-
ination of Racial Discrimination 

ILO  International Labour Organization

JI Joint Implementation 

NGO Non-governmental organisations

REDD Reduced Emissions from Deforesta-
tion and Forest Degradations in de-
veloping countries

REDD+  REDD as defined above, plus addi-
tional activities might get funding 
also, including possibly “sustainable 
forest management” (including some 
logging), plantations and re-planting 
of forests (or afforestation).

SFC Strategic Climate Fund

UN United Nations

UNDP United Nations Development Pro-
gramme 

UNDRIP United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

UNEP  United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme

UNFCCC Unite Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change

UN-REDD The UN Collaborative Programme on 
REDD



100





This book provides information material on REDD (Reducing 
Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in 
developing countries), one of the mitigation measures now 
promoted for combating climate change, and its implications 
for indigenous peoples. It is intended primarily for indigenous 
peoples as a guide in understanding climate change, REDD 
and how they relate to the recognition and exercise of the 
collective rights of indigenous peoples.

As a guidebook for communities, the content is simplified and 
accompanied by illustrations and photos for visualization.  
Translated versions of this guidebook in several languages 
are also being published in REDD countries in Asia.

ISBN: 978-87-91563-66-9 
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